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Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image...
(Exodus 20:3-4)

Executive Summary

The First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America states: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” This
provision was intended to protect the free exercise of the Christian faith and individual conscience
from federal government interference—not to create a neutral, expansive shield for any and all
belief systems, including those centered on what Biblical and historical sources identify as false
gods or idolatry.

The modern legal definition of ‘religion” employed by USA courts—a broad, purportedly neutral
sociological category encompassing diverse ideologies and competing belief systems—is a post-
Biblical, post-Enlightenment, Western construct. It did not exist in the ancient world, in Biblical
texts, or in the original understanding of America’s Founders. Applying this modern category to
grant Constitutional protection to practices involving false gods fundamentally distorts both the
scriptural foundations of Western liberty and the original intent of the First Amendment. This
report demonstrates that such an expansive interpretation must be reconsidered to align with
historical, textual, and Constitutional reality.

I. Historical and Linguistic Analysis: ‘Religion’ as a Modern Construct

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy entry on “The Concept of Religion” provides
authoritative scholarly support:

e The modern Western concept of ‘religion’ as a broad, purportedly neutral category that
includes many competing belief systems did not exist in the ancient world or in the Bible.
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Biblical writers had no such pluralistic umbrella term; they distinguished the true worship
of the God of Israel from idolatry and false gods.

o Latin religio originally signified conscientiousness, scrupulous observance, or binding
duty—not a comparative genus of belief systems. Greek thréskeia referred narrowly to
ritual piety. Pre-modern societies lacked a separate “religious” compartment distinct from
culture, law, and ethnicity.

e The neutral pluralistic category used in modern American law is a relatively recent
development, arising primarily between the 16th and 19th centuries from Reformation
divisions among Christians and the efforts of Western scholars to classify non-Christian
practices encountered during European expansion. This concept is entirely foreign to both
the ancient world and Scripture.

o In English Bible translations (e.g., KJV), ‘religion’ appears rarely and narrowly in the New
Testament (primarily James 1:26-27), denoting pure, practical piety. The Old Testament
contains no equivalent Hebrew term. Worship of other gods is uniformly condemned as
idolatry, abomination, vanity, and rebellion.

This historical evidence establishes that Biblical faith does not treat systems centered on false gods
as equivalent, protected ‘religions.’

II. Original Intent of the First Amendment and America’s Foundational
Framework

America’s Constitutional order rests on the clear recognition of the supremacy of God. The
Declaration of Independence (1776)!, principally authored by Thomas Jefferson, explicitly
acknowledges the existence and authority of God.

Thomas Jefferson also authored the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom (1786), which he
considered one of his greatest achievements. This statute disestablished the Anglican Church as
the official state-supported church in Virginia and protected freedom of conscience. However, it
was enacted within an overwhelmingly Christian cultural context and was never intended to equate
Biblical Christianity with false gods or pagan systems.

The Northwest Ordinance (1787), passed by the Continental Congress, further declared:

“Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged.”

In addition, at the time of the Founding, nearly all (11 of 13) of the original thirteen states
embedded explicit Christian qualifications for public office in their State Constitutions. Many

" National Archives: https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
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required officials to profess faith in God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the divine inspiration of the
Scriptures.

The First Amendment was intended to prevent the federal government from establishing a national
church while protecting the free exercise of the Christian faith, consistent with the Christian
foundations upon which the American Republic was built. Clearly, this protection was meant to
keep the federal government out of the business of the church. It was not intended to provide
Constitutional protection for false gods to be erected and worshipped in America. Such an
interpretation would directly contradict Scripture, particularly Exodus 20:3—4, which commands:
“You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol...”

Additional Historical Evidence Affirming America’s Christian Foundations and the
Original Meaning of ‘Religion’

The following founding-era documents, quotes, and definitions further confirm that the United
States was established as a Christian nation under the true God of the Bible, and that the First
Amendment’s protection of ‘religion’ was never intended to shield false gods, idolatry, or foreign
ideologies.

1. Virginia Charter (1606)>

The First Charter of Virginia, granted by King James I, declared the purpose of the colony
was “for the Glory of God, and for the Advancement of the Christian Faith and Religion.”

2. Dedication at Cape Henry (1607)3

Upon landing in Virginia, the settlers planted a cross and dedicated the land to the propagation
of the Gospel and the Christian faith.

3. Mayflower Compact (1620)*
The Pilgrims, upon arriving in the New World, entered into a covenant:

“Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and advancement of the Christian faith ... a
Voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia.”

4. A Model of Christian Charity (1630)>

John Winthrop declared that the Puritan colony was to be “a city upon a hill,” guided by
Christian principles of charity and justice.

2 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/VirginiaCharter. pdf

3 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Dedication-at-Cape-Henry-1607.pdf

4 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Mayflower-Compact.pdf

5 https://www.winthropsociety.com/_files/ugd/9a2d3b_4d9f243ce4b34c0fad7f4f41df29d992.pdf?index=true
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Massachusetts Body of Liberties (1641)°

One of the earliest codes of law in the colonies, the Massachusetts Body of Liberties set out
how the country would be governed and established legal statutes. It further protected many
rights while grounding them in Scripture, demonstrating that early American law was
explicitly rooted in Biblical and Christian principles. It declared that:
“No man’s life shall be taken away... unless it be by virtue of some express law of the
Country warranting the same, established by the General Court, and sufficiently published,
or in case of the defect of a law in any particular case by the word of God.”

It also explicitly states that the worship of false gods is prohibited:

“If any man after legal conviction shall have or worship any other god, but the Lord God,
he shall be put to death.” (Deut. 13. 6, 10. Deut. 17. 2, 6. Ex. 22.20)

5. Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies of New England (1643)’
The colonies united for “the advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, and for
the enjoyment of the liberties of the Gospel in purity and peace.” The document further states

that the confederation was formed:

“for the maintaining and preserving of the liberty of the Gospel in purity and truth... and
for the mutual safety and welfare of the said colonies and plantations.”

This explicit Christian purpose demonstrates that the early American colonies viewed their
civil union as subordinate to the advancement of the Christian faith.

6. “Nature’s God” in the Declaration of Independence®

Alexander Pope’s Essay on Man (1733-34), widely read and memorized in the colonies,
contains the line:

“through Nature up to Nature’s God.”
Thomas Jefferson deliberately echoed this in the opening of the Declaration of Independence:

“the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God.”

8 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/The-Massachusetts-Body-of-Liberties-1641-.pdf

7 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Articles-of-Confederation-of-the-United-Colonies-of-
New-England.pdf

8 National Archives: https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript (referencing “Laws of
Nature and of Nature’s God” and “Creator”).
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Alexander Hamilton, as a young man, wrote a poem “in humble imitation” of Pope and later
quoted Pope’s famous lines (“whatever is best administered is best”) in Federalist No. 68.

The Liberty Bell® and Leviticus 25:10 (1752)

The Liberty Bell, cast in 1752, which rang out the news of independence in 1776, bears this
inscription from Scripture:

“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof.” (Leviticus
25:10)

This was no accident. The Founders and the Black Robed Regiment of patriot pastors
understood liberty as a Biblical gift, not a secular invention.

The 13 Colonies’ State Constitutions and God (1776-1780)'°

All 13 original American colonies, which became the first 13 States, had foundational
documents or constitutions that included explicit or implicit references to God, the Lord, the
Creator, Providence, or Divine Authority. Every one of the 13 original State Constitutions (or
their operative colonial charters at the time of Independence) referenced God or Divine
Authority in some form. This demonstrates that the Christian faith was formally recognized
in the governing documents of every State at the time the U.S. Constitution and the First
Amendment were drafted.

Several states went further and required explicit Christian profession for public office:

«  Delaware (1776)"! required every officeholder to declare: “I do profess faith in God the
Father, and in Jesus Christ His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for
evermore,; and I do acknowledge the holy scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be
given by divine inspiration.”

*  Pennsylvania (1776)'? required: “I do believe in one God, the Creator and Governor of
the Universe, the Rewarder of the good and the Punisher of the wicked. And I do
acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine
Inspiration.”

»  Massachusetts (1780)'3 required officeholders to declare: “I ... do declare that I believe
the Christian religion, and have a firm persuasion of its truth.”
(See Section III for a contemporary example of how far Massachusetts has departed from
this founding standard.)

9 National Park Service: https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/stories-libertybell.htm

10 https://www.biblicalauthorityministries.org/2025/11/the-13-colonies-state-constitutions-and.html
" https://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/a6_3s2.html

2 https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/pa08.asp

3 https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution
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10.

« North Carolina (1776)'* barred from office anyone “who shall deny the being of God or
the truth of the Protestant religion, or the divine authority either of the Old or New
Testaments.”

These provisions make clear that the states that formed the Union understood public office
and the moral foundation of government to rest on the Christian faith and the authority of
Scripture.

Treaty of Paris (1783)!5 — The Document That Made America a Nation

The Definitive Treaty of Peace that formally ended the Revolutionary War and secured British
recognition of American independence opens with these words:

“In the name of the Most Holy and undivided Trinity.
It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the hearts of the most serene and most
potent Prince George the Third... and of the United States of America...”

Signed by John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, this treaty—the legal instrument
that made the United States a sovereign nation—explicitly invokes the Holy Trinity (Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit).

Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom (1786)'¢ — Jefferson and Madison

Thomas Jefferson’s Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom (drafted 1777, enacted 1786),
which he ranked among his three greatest achievements, opens with these words:

“Almighty God hath created the mind free...

...a departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our religion...”

Jefferson and James Madison framed religious liberty as a natural right given by the Christian
God, not as a license for false gods or idolatry. Madison later described the Statute as “a true
standard of Religious liberty... the great barrier against usurpations on the rights of
conscience.”

14 https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/nc07.asp

15 Avalon Project, Yale Law School: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/paris.asp (“In the name of the
Most Holy and undivided Trinity”).

8 Monticello / Thomas Jefferson Foundation: https://www.monticello.org/encyclopedia/virginia-statute-
religious-freedom
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11.

12.

13.

Samuel Langdon’s 1788 Sermon'’ to the New Hampshire General Court

Harvard president and New Hampshire pastor Samuel Langdon, preaching to the legislature
that would ratify the U.S. Constitution, declared:

“Preserve the knowledge of God in the land, and attend to the revelation written to us from
heaven. If you neglect or renounce that religion taught and commanded us in the Holy
Scriptures, think no more of freedom, peace, and happiness, the judgments of heaven will
pursue you.”

Langdon presented the Hebrew republic as a model for the American states and warned that
abandoning Christianity and Biblical principles would forfeit liberty itself.

Chaplains in Congress and the Military'®

From its very first session in 1789, the United States Congress appointed and paid chaplains
to open each session with prayer. The same practice was followed in the Army and Navy from
the earliest days of the Republic. This official, taxpayer-funded support for Christian chaplains
demonstrates that the Founding generation did not interpret the First Amendment as requiring
a complete separation of Christianity from public life. Rather, they viewed the Christian faith
as integral to the moral foundation of the nation and compatible with the new constitutional
order.

Judge Nathaniel Freeman (1802)"°

In a charge to the Grand Jury at the Court of General Sessions of the Peace in Barnstable,
Massachusetts:

“The laws of the Christian system, as embraced by the Bible, must be respected as of high
authority in all our courts, and it cannot be thought improper for the officers of such a
government to acknowledge their obligation to govern by its rule...[The government]
originated in the voluntary compact of a people who in that very instrument profess the
Christian religion, it may be considered, not a republic like Rome was, a Pagan, but a
Christian republic.”

7 Samuel Langdon, “The Republic of the Israelites an Example to the American States” (June 5, 1788):
https://www.consource.org/document/the-republic-of-the-israelites-an-example-to-the-american-states-

by-samuel-langdon-1788-6-5/
'8 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Rep-Meachams-Report.pdf

19

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL15985046M/A_charge_to_the_Grand_Jury_at_the_Court_of_General_sessio
ns_of_the_Peace_holden_at_Barnstable
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14.

15.

16.

The Star Spangled Banner (1814)2°

Francis Scott Key, in the national anthem of the United States, included the verse:

“And this be our motto: ‘In God is our Trust.”*!

This reflects the Founding generation’s understanding that America was a nation whose trust
and identity were rooted in God.

Chief Justice John Jay (1816)2?

In 1816, Chief Justice John Jay, one of the Founding Fathers and first Chief Justice of the
United States, wrote:

“It is the duty, as well as the privilege and interest, of our Christian nation to select and
prefer Christians for their rulers.”

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary Definition of ‘Religion’

Noah Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language—the standard dictionary
of the founding generation—defines ‘religion’ as follows:

Religion, noun

1. “Religion in its most comprehensive sense, includes a belief in the being and perfections
of God, in the revelation of His will to man, in man’s obligation to obey His commands...
and also true godliness or piety of life, with the practice of all moral duties... The practice
of moral duties without a belief in a divine lawgiver, and without reference to His will or
commands, is not religion.”

2. “Any system of faith and worship. In this sense, religion comprehends the belief and
worship of pagans and Mohammedans, as well as of Christians... We speak of false
religion as well as of true religion.”

This definition is further evidence that the modern, expansive use of the term ‘religion’ is a
post-Biblical construct. Even as Webster acknowledged that the word was sometimes applied
to various systems of faith and worship (including false ones), he sharply distinguished true
religion—rooted in belief in the one true God, His revelation, and obedience to His
commands—from false systems. This distinction was foundational to the American
understanding and reinforces that the First Amendment was never intended to place false gods
and idolatry on equal footing with Biblical Christianity.

20 Kt
21 htt
2 htt
1826

Sourc

ps://www.history.com/articles/the-star-spangled-banner
ps://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/star-spangled-banner-lyrics.pdf
ps://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/johnston-the-correspondence-and-public-papers-of-john-jay-vol-4-1794-
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17. Joseph Story, Commentaries on the Constitution (1833)%
Justice Joseph Story, who served 33 years on the Supreme Court, wrote:

“In fact, every American colony, from its foundation down to the revolution... did openly,
by the whole course of its laws and institutions, support and sustain, in some form, the
Christian religion... Indeed, in a republic, there would seem to be a peculiar propriety in
viewing the Christian religion, as the great basis, on which it must rest for its support and
permanence, if it be, what it has ever been deemed by its truest friends to be, the religion
of liberty.”

Story further explained that the real object of the First Amendment was:

“not to countenance, much less to advance Mahometanism, or Judaism, or infidelity, by
prostrating Christianity, but to exclude all rivalry among Christian sects, and to prevent
any national ecclesiastical establishment...”

“§ 1867. Now, there will probably be found few persons in this, or any other Christian

country, who would deliberately contend, that it was unreasonable, or unjust to foster and
encourage the Christian religion generally, as a matter of sound policy, as well as of
revealed truth. In fact, every American colony, from its foundation down to the revolution,

with the exception of Rhode Island, (if, indeed, that state be an exception,) did openly, by
the whole course of its laws and institutions, support and sustain, in some form, the
Christian religion, and almost invariably gave a peculiar sanction to some of its

fundamental doctrines. ... Indeed, in a republic, there would seem to be a peculiar

propriety in viewing the Christian religion, as the great basis, on which it must rest for its

support and permanence, if it be, what it has ever been deemed by its truest friends to be,

the religion of liberty.”

“§ 1868. Probably at the time of the adoption of the constitution, and of the amendment to
it, now under consideration, [the First Amendment] the general, if not the universal,
sentiment in America was, that Christianity ought to receive encouragement from the state,

so far as was not incompatible with the private rights of conscience, and the freedom of
religious worship.”

“8§ 1871. The real object of the amendment was, not to countenance, much less to advance
Mahometanism, or Judaism, or infidelity, by prostrating Christianity; but to exclude all
rivalry among Christian sects, and to prevent any national ecclesiastical establishment,
which should give to an hierarchy the exclusive patronage of the national government. It
thus cut off the means of religious persecution, (the vice and pest of former ages,) and of
the subversion of the rights of conscience in matters of religion, which had been trampled
upon almost from the days of the Apostles to the present age.”

2 https://archive.org/search?query=creator%3A%22Story%2C+Joseph%2C+1779-1845%22
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18. President John Tyler (1841)*

In 1841, President John Tyler issued a National Day of Fasting proclamation, referring to the
American people as “a Christian people” who should humble themselves under the
dispensation of Divine Providence when faced with national calamity.

“When a Christian people feel themselves to be overtaken by a great public calamity, it
becomes them to humble themselves under the dispensation of Divine Providence.”

19. Treasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase & James Pollock (1863)%°

In 1863, Treasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase and Mint Director James Pollock introduced the
motto “In God We Trust” on the nation’s coinage. Pollock declared:

“We claim to be a Christian nation...Our national coinage should...declare our trust in
God. Why should we not vindicate our character, by honoring the God of nations, in the
exercise of our political sovereignty as a nation? QOur national coinage should do this. Its
legends and devices should declare our trust in God, in him who is the “King of kings and
Lord of lords.”

20. Holy Trinity Church v. United States (1892)2°
The U.S. Supreme Court unanimously declared:
“This is a Christian nation.”
The historical background?’ to the case further states:

“From the discovery of this continent to the present hour, the Christian religion has been
the predominant religion of the country and its institutions. The colonists who came to this
country were Christians. They brought with them their Christian faith and their Christian
institutions. They established Christian schools and churches. They enacted Christian
laws. They observed the Christian Sabbath. They administered justice according to
Christian principles. They recognized the Christian religion as the basis of their
government and the source of their laws.”

2 https://www.rarenewspapers.com/newspaper/618654-proclamation-for-a-day-of-thanksgiving-prayer-by-
president-john-tyler

2 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/In-God-We-Trust-Coin-History-American-currency-Log-
College-Press.pdf

28 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Holy-Trinity-v.-US-1892.pdf

77 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Holy-Trinity-v.-US-1892-History.pdf
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21. Justice David J. Brewer (1905)28
In 1905, Justice David J. Brewer wrote in The United States — A Christian Nation:

“This republic is classified among the Christian nations of the World... In no charter or
constitution is there anything to even suggest that any other than the Christian is the
religion of this country.”

These documents and statements, taken together with the Declaration of Independence, the State
Constitutions, and the First Amendment itself, form an unbroken chain of evidence: America was
founded as a Christian nation under the One true God of the Bible. The modern expansive
interpretation of ‘religion’ that equates the worship of false gods and foreign ideologies with
Christianity is a later invention foreign to the founding generation and the original intent of the
First Amendment.

II1. Legal and Policy Implications for the United States

Granting Constitutional protection to practices centered on false gods under the First Amendment
creates several untenable outcomes:

o [t compels the state to remain neutral toward systems the foundational texts of Western
civilization (the Bible) explicitly reject as idolatry, inverting the Founders’ intent.

o It prioritizes a contested sociological definition over historical, Biblical, and original-intent
analysis, contrary to sound principles of Constitutional interpretation.

e It opens the door to unlimited claims, straining public resources, social cohesion, and the
rule of law in a manner not contemplated by the Founders.

In practice, the purportedly neutral application of the First Amendment has produced inconsistent
results, providing foreign ideologies and belief systems preferential treatment and
accommodations, while Christian expressions of faith face increasing marginalization and
persecution. America’s immigration and integration policy should prioritize those who are willing
to fully embrace American values and the Constitutional foundations rooted in the supremacy of
the God of the Bible.

The urgency of restoring the original meaning of ‘religion’ is underscored by Massachusetts Senate
Bill S.21342°, which proposes a permanent, taxpayer-funded “Commission on the Status of People
Who Practice Islam.” The Commission would recommend Muslims for government appointments
and propose legislation. This stands in stark contrast to Massachusetts’ own 1780 Constitution,
which required officeholders to declare: “I ... do declare that I believe the Christian religion, and

28 https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Holy-Trinity-v.-US-1892.pdf
2 https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2134
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have a firm persuasion of its truth.” The modern expansive definition of ‘religion’ is now being
used to invert the very foundations on which the state was built.

The Supreme Court’s decision in Torcaso v. Watkins (1961)*°, which struck down state religious
tests for public office, marked a significant departure from the original understanding of the First
Amendment and the Christian moral foundations of the American Republic. This ruling, like Roe
v. Wade, should be reconsidered and overturned. A return to the original public meaning of the
Constitution would restore the authority of the states to ensure that those who hold positions of
public trust uphold the Christian principles and moral order upon which this nation was built. This
is essential to protecting America from foreign ideologies and systems that are fundamentally
incompatible with its Constitutional order.

This approach calls upon the judiciary to return to principled, originalist interpretation rooted in
the moral and Christian foundations recognized by the Founders, whereby faith in God and
morality were viewed as indispensable to good government and ordered liberty.

IV. Recommendations

1. Legislative Review: Congress and state legislatures should examine and clarify the
original meaning of the First Amendment’! through declaratory legislation or other
appropriate measures.

2. Judicial Advocacy: In relevant litigation, parties should introduce expert evidence on the
history of the concept of religion, the Christian foundations of America, and the intent of
the Founders.

3. Policy Reform: Government agencies should distinguish between protecting individual
conscience and granting institutional or public equivalence to practices centered on false
gods or foreign ideologies.

4. Reconsideration of Precedent: Prior judicial interpretations that expand ‘religion’ beyond
its original understanding, including Torcaso v. Watkins, should be revisited and corrected
in light of America’s founding documents and Christian heritage.

30 Torcaso v. Watkins, 367 U.S. 488 (1961): https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/367/488/
31 U.S. Constitution, Amendment I: https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
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Conclusion

The current broad application of ‘religion’ under the First Amendment of the Constitution of the
United States of America rests on a modern invention foreign to the Bible, the Declaration of
Independence, the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, and America’s Christian founding
heritage. It cannot legitimately shield systems the Scriptures identify as false gods or idolatry.

Restoring the historically and Constitutionally accurate understanding honors the vision of
America’s Founders, upholds the supremacy of God recognized in our founding documents, and
preserves meaningful liberty for the nation.

This position is supported by rigorous scholarship, primary founding documents, Biblical text, and

America’s unbroken founding history. It merits serious consideration by all branches of
government and the judiciary.
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Appendix:
Primary Historical, Constitutional, and Legal Sources

The following primary historical documents, constitutional records, judicial decisions, and biblical
references form the foundation of the research presented in this paper. They are provided to enable
readers to independently verify the historical and legal authorities relied upon throughout this

report.

1. Founding Documents

Declaration of Independence (1776) Official transcription (National Archives):
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript

Treaty of Paris (1783) — “In the name of the Most Holy and undivided Trinity”” Avalon
Project, Yale Law School (full text): https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/paris.asp
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom (1786) Monticello / Thomas Jefferson
Foundation: https://www.monticello.org/encyclopedia/virginia-statute-religious-freedom
Northwest Ordinance (1787) Avalon Project, Yale Law School:
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/nworder.asp

U.S. Constitution — First Amendment National Archives / Library of Congress:
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/

2. Dictionary and Linguistic Evidence

Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language — Definition of
‘Religion’ https://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/religion

3. Colonial Charters and Early Documents (1600s)

Virginia Charter (1606) https://action4canada.com/wp-
content/uploads/VirginiaCharter.pdf

Dedication at Cape Henry (1607) https://action4canada.com/wp-
content/uploads/Dedication-at-Cape-Henry-1607.pdf

Mayflower Compact (1620) https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Mayflower-
Compact.pdf

A Model of Christian Charity (1630) — John Winthrop
https://www.winthropsociety.com/ files/ugd/9a2d3b_4d91243ce4b34c0fad7{4f41df29d9
92.pdf?index=true

Massachusetts Body of Liberties (1641) https://action4canada.com/wp-
content/uploads/The-Massachusetts-Body-of-Liberties-1641-.pdf

Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies of New England (1643)
https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Articles-of-Confederation-of-the-United-
Colonies-of-New-England.pdf
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4. Literary Influence

Alexander Pope, An Essay on Man (1733-34) — “Nature’s God”
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/2428/2428-h/2428-h.htm

5. Sermons and Contemporary Writings

Samuel Langdon, “The Republic of the Israelites an Example to the American
States” (June 5, 1788) https://www.consource.org/document/the-republic-of-the-
israelites-an-example-to-the-american-states-by-samuel-langdon-1788-6-5/

6. Liberty Bell

Liberty Bell — Leviticus 25:10 (1752) National Park Service:
https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/stories-libertybell.htm

7. State Constitutions of the Original 13 Colonies

All 13 original state constitutions (or operative colonial charters) referenced God or
Divine Authority (1776—1780) https://www.biblicalauthorityministries.org/2025/1 1/the-
13-colonies-state-constitutions-and.html

Delaware Constitution (1776) — Trinitarian oath https://press-
pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/a6_3s2.html

Pennsylvania Constitution (1776) — Belief in one God and divine inspiration of Scripture
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/pa08.asp

Massachusetts Constitution (1780) — Belief in the Christian religion
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution

North Carolina Constitution (1776) — No denial of God, Protestant religion, or divine
authority of Scripture https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th century/nc07.asp

8. Federal and Judicial Recognition of America as a Christian Nation

Chief Justice John Jay (1816) https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Holy-
Trinity-v.-US-1892-History.pdf

President John Tyler (1841) https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Holy-
Trinity-v.-US-1892-History.pdf

Treasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase & James Pollock (1863) — “In God We Trust”
https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Holy-Trinity-v.-US-1892-History.pdf
Holy Trinity Church v. United States (1892) Case: https://action4canada.com/wp-
content/uploads/Holy-Trinity-v.-US-1892.pdf History: https://action4canada.com/wp-
content/uploads/Holy-Trinity-v.-US-1892-History.pdf

Justice David J. Brewer (1905) — The United States — A Christian Nation
https://action4canada.com/wp-content/uploads/Holy-Trinity-v.-US-1892-History.pdf
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9. Principal Judicial Authority Examined

e Torcaso v. Watkins, 367 U.S. 488 (1961) Full Supreme Court opinion:
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/367/488/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1960/373

10. Biblical References
e Exodus 20:3—4 (King James Version)

e Leviticus 25:10 (Liberty Bell inscription)
o James 1:26-27 (referenced in Section I regarding the biblical use of ‘religion’)
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